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 PORT BAY EXPRESS 
________________________________________________________
Official Newsletter of the Portarlington Bayside Miniature Railway Inc. 

Volume No.8 – Issue No.10.                                                         October, 2023.   

           

                 

Daniel Blues drives “Harvey” and Passengers past the Container Sidings on Sunday 

17th September, 2023. The new earthworks around the sidings are quite evident. Daniel 

is one of our loyal volunteers, but we need more people. Interested ?? -  See Page 24.     

                                                                                                     (Picture: Brian Coleman)   
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OUR PRESIDENT REPORTS :                                                        

   

• We are holding a few Working Bees on Sundays when we are not running and your 

assistance is earnestly requested. It is very important to get a few jobs completed that 

are  “on the books” and your valued help is always sought. Notices will be sent out 

when they are being held.  Please support them…..    

• It is still obvious that we need more volunteers. All members are strongly encouraged 

to try and recruit a new member into our ranks to ease the burden on all of us………. 

Please consider !!.   

 

• The month of September turned out to be fairly reasonable for the mini railway, with 

our 1st and 3rd Sunday running (3th & 17th) running plus Wednesdays during the 

Spring School Holidays (20th & 27th) calendar resulted in a slight increase in 

passengers carried being noted and duly recorded…..   
                                                            

                                                                                         Keith Stasinowsky – President.          

    FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK:    

• There are vacancies for Party Bookings. The miniature railway makes for that ideal 

facility for your family. Contact our Party Bookings Person, Harm on 0476-124-598. 

• It is a legal requirement for all members to notify the Department of Government 

Services (formerly Department of Justice and Community Safety) of their personal 

involvement with this miniature railway. This can be done “On line” via their website: 

workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au                                                                                                 

                                                                  

• DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS.…..Don’t forget to turn your clocks 

forward by 1 hour on Saturday, 30th September, 2023 – before you go to bed !!.   

                                                                                          Brian Coleman – Secretary.       



3 
 
 

                                                                                                                 

Port Bay Express                                                                                          October, 2023. 

100th ANNIVERSARY OF “THE GHAN” NAMING  

Opened in 1879, the railway through the Pichi Richi Pass was the first section of what became the 
Central Australian Railway to Alice Springs. It was also the first section of the Great Northern Railway 
which was intended for Palmerston (in Darwin). Before the railway was built, the only method of 
transport to the interior of Australia was by horse and dray, or by camel trains. Trains hauled 
passengers, coal, troops, livestock, minerals and agricultural products between Port Augusta, Quorn 
and beyond for nearly 70 years. 

The Ghan is one the oldest named trains in Australia, and possibly the most famous and 
Wednesday, August 30, 2023 marks the 100th anniversary of the naming of The Ghan. There is 
general agreement the GHAN name is derived from Afghan and the Afghan Cameleers who 
once provided transport to the outback. Prior to August 1923 the South Australian Railways, 
the operator of the train, took 3 days to make the train journey from Adelaide to the end of 
the line, Oodnadatta, and enroute passengers had to stay overnight in hotels at Quorn and 
Marree. 

 

Steam Locomotive NM37 and Passenger train departing Port Augusta.    (Picture: Noel Reed)                                                                                                     

 On 30th August 1923 a significant event occurred in Quorn, in the Flinders Ranges, when the 
Oodnadatta train, still operated by the South Australian Railways, arrived in Quorn from 
Terowie. This train had a sleeping car attached with the aim of reducing the travel time by 
removing the 2 overnight layovers.  
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This innovation of the American Commissioner of the South Australian Railways, W.A. Webb. was 
quite an event for the railway workers at Quorn and for those who travelled the line and there was 
quite a gathering of spectators interested in seeing who was travelling aboard the sleeping car.  

When the train arrived in Quorn only one passenger alighted from the sleeping car, an Afghan 
cameleer who was carrying his prayer mat and heading to a quiet corner of the Quorn station yard 
to say his evening prayers. Amongst the onlookers was Ernie Smith, a locomotive driver and proud 
unionist. Smith commented “Struth! If that is all that is coming aboard, we’ll have to call it the 
Afghan Express.”  

That name, the “Afghan Express” travelled north with that first train. Pichi Richi Railway’s first 
Honorary Life Member, the late Alfred George Williams, as a young man, was employed as the 
assistant to the pumper at Oodnadatta and he heard the name coined by the engine crew when it 
arrived the following day.  

 

                                                                 (Cartoon by Greg Judd and supplied courtesy of John Wilson) 

From that day on, the railwaymen who operated the fortnightly passenger train to Oodnadatta and 
later to Alice Springs, when the line was extended there in 1929, referred to it as the “Afghan 
Express”. Over the years they abbreviated it to the “Ghan Express” and later to just the “Ghan” as it 
is now known. This naming occurred whilst Oodnadatta was still the railhead of the Great Northern 
Railway. That AFGHAN EXPRESS train is now named "The GHAN" and has gone on to become one of 
the world's great train journeys!  Journey Beyond Rail now operates The Ghan and Pichi Richi 
Railway runs the Afghan Express service on that section of the original Ghan line. 

In Pichi Richi Railways locomotive and carriage collection is that same sleeping car which the Afghan 
gentleman rode, SAR Sleeping Car “Alberga”.  

Further enquiries contact:  John Wilson - Ph:  0427 608286 or his landline (08) 8251 3294  
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John Wilson, a member of the Pichi Richi Railway Preservation Society, in Quorn, SA, has 

produced a very informative book on the history of the Ghan line – The train to Oodna 

Woop Woop, RRP $78 + Postage. He has also written books on The Overland – A Social 

History, Bobs Railway, The Amazing Adventures of Railway Bob and shortly to be released 

– The Break of Gauge – A Social History. 

Book enquiries can be made to John at:  wilsonriesling@internode.on.au    

 

mailto:wilsonriesling@internode.on.au
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Yarra Valley Railway Information No.30 

Couplings and Buffers 
 

Years ago simple couplings for railway rolling stock comprised a 3 link chain and a hook.  

This arrangement allowed wagons and carriages to be pulled, but to stop them from 

crashing into each other they had buffers. 

 

 

This arrangement worked, but it did mean that there was a lot of slack between each piece 

of rolling stock, and for passengers, a jerky ride as trains started.    
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Screw couplings for passenger carriages resulted in carriages being able to be closer 

together resulting in a much less jerky ride for passengers. 

 

Below - You will notice that the shunter at Healesville is very cramped as he couples the 

carriage to the locomotive.  Lots of railway shunters lost their lives doing this potentially 

dangerous work. 
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From the 1950’s onwards automatic couplings were gradually installed on both freight and 

passenger vehicles.  Automatic couplings can either push or pull so buffers became unnecessary and 

were removed.  This is just one YVR wagon showing where the buffers were originally located on 

each side.  With the buffer removed shunters work became far safer, but they still had to go 

between the vehicle to connect the train air brake hoses.  One YVR van has buffers, screw couplings 

and an automatic coupling. Walker Rail Cars and trailers are very light, so the heavy automatic 

couplings used on heavier trains are not required.  Their lightly built couplings were able to push 

or pull so no buffers are required. 
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  SOME OF OUR SOUVENIR RANGE : 

 

 

                 

 

 

     CAN COOLERS    $7.00 ea. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

      

  ENGINE DRIVER CAPS 

            $20.00 ea. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

           

 FRIDGE MAGNETS  $3.00 ea. 

 

 

                        

                 

 

       KEY RINGS    $4.00 ea.    
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      POSTCARDS    $ 1.00 ea. 

 

       

 

 

    WOODEN TOY TRAINS, 

  TRUCKS, PLANES & OTHER     

         LOVELY THINGS 

  

    PRICES ON APPLICATION.  

 

     

 

    

 

     MY RAILWAY COLOURING     

          BOOK - $8.00 ea . 

 

 

 

      JUST SOME OF OUR   

 

            SOUVENIRS. 

 

    IF YOU CANNOT SEE IT – 

 

              JUST ASK…… 

  

       SOME OF THE ITEMS AVAILABLE AT OUR STATION KIOSK 
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BRIAN M COLEMAN – HONORARY LIFE MEMBER: 

                                      CITATION: 

 

It is with much pleasure that I make this formal nomination of Brian M Coleman for 

appointment by the 8th Annual General Meeting as a Honorary Life Member of the 

Portarlington Bayside Miniature Railway Inc. 

Brian has been involved in the Portarlington Bayside Miniature Railways almost from the 

beginning of our association and joined as a full member during December, 2015. He was 

almost immediately co-opted onto the Committee as Vice President and within a very short 

period was appointed Secretary, a position he held with much distinction. In 2019 he 

stepped down as Secretary and was elected Vice President again and holds this role to the 

present time. In April, 2022, he was co-opted back as Secretary to fill a casual vacancy that 

had occurred and during August of that year was elected to the role once again to the 

present time. 

Brian has achieved a great deal for the railway during his tenures of office and has been 

successful with many of his grant submissions made to various government and other non-

government bodies obtaining over $39,000, much to the greater benefit of the miniature 

railway as a whole. Early in the piece he took on the role of Editor of our Club Newsletter 

and created our Port Bay Express publication and has been our Public Relations Officer, with 

much effect.  Has a great passion for railway signalling and has implemented a few changes 

to our signalling systems much to the greater improvement of our train operations etc. 

Over time he has proved to be a loyal and steadfast member, who carries out his tasks and 

responsibilities in a competent manner in all that he has undertaken.  This has, in the 

opinion of the writer, amply demonstrated that he has carried out exemplary work far and 

beyond that normally expected of a ordinary member of the association. 

It is without hesitation that I, Keith Stasinowsky, formally nominate Brian M Coleman, for 

consideration by the Committee, for appointment by the Annual General Meeting as a 

Honorary Life Member of our association. The Committee at their meeting of 12th July, 

2023, approved of the nomination to be submitted to the 8th Annual General Meeting for 

consideration.   

The 8th Annual General Meeting held on Saturday, 12th August, 2023, at the Point Richards 

Station, unanimously approved of the appointment of Brian M Coleman as a Honorary Life 

Member of the Association.               
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 CAMERA CORNER: 

       

                              

Brian Coleman receives his Certificate of Honorary Life Membership from President 

Keith Stasinowsky following our 8th Annual General Meeting held on 12th August, 2023.                                                                                     

                                                                                           (Picture taken by Lyndon Coon)  
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  SAFETY BULLETIN BOARD                      

                                           

 

These safety messages appeared in a Victorian Railways publication during the 1960’s. 

OUR MONTHLY PASSENGER TALLIES – From January, 2019 – to current : 

Month 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Month 2020 2021 2022   2023 

January 2214 2708 1890 2599  July    - 373 604 809 

February 698 1044    -  427  August    - 372 502 396 

March 897 1257 1324 606  September    - 224 866 917 

April    - 1718 2315 1975  October    - 1610 497  

May    - 990 1017 212  November    - 939 688  

June    -  630 476 829  December 1290 1601 803  

           

TOTALS 10551 9637 12141 10608   5099 13466 10982  

                     FY         FY       FY       FY          FY                                  YR         YR          YR         YR         

Railway carried 917 Passengers during September, a gain of 51 Passengers or  +5.88 %   

Results for the current 2023 – 24 Fiscal Year are 2122 Passengers or a gain of 150 0r  + 7.60 %                           

Figures represent a loss in traffic for the 2023 year of 283 Passengers or  - 3.12 %.                            

Passenger train operations were suspended from 22nd March, 2020 to 6th December, 2020, from 18th July,  

to 31st July, from 21st August, 2021 to  10th September, 2021 & from 22nd – 27th September, 2021 due to the 

Covid-19 Pandemic crisis.   Closure from 29th January – 5th March, 2022 due to urgent track-works etc. 
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SPECIAL TRAIN / PARTY BOOKINGS NOTICE BOARD : 

Special Train / Party Bookings have been received, as under:  

DAY & DATE TYPE : TIMES OF HIRE : No. of Trains : No in group  

Friday, 20th October, 2023 Party    

Sunday, 22nd October, 2023 Party    

       

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY WISHES : 

The following members have birthdays which fall during the month of October and the 

railway would like to record our congratulations and sincere best wishes on their happy 

occasion. We hope that they will have a great day and that all their birthday wishes will come 

true !!. 

     Graeme Robinson         Sharon Dobney       Sue Stasinowsky 

 

TRAIN RUNNING ROSTERS :       (Harm Jager – Roster Clerk.) 

The October Train Running Roster is being issued. Members are asked to note the dates 

which they have been rostered and to ensure that they attend on their rostered day of duty. If 

you cannot attend kindly find a replacement. The draft November Roster is to be circulated to 

the members, for comment soon.  For Roster Enquiries, contact Harm Jager, Roster Clerk 

on Mobile Tel No. 0481-117-981. Email: harmjager78@gmail.com.au    

 

 REMEMBER :  IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND  - CONTACT HARM JAGER ASAP….                                                                                           

              

                              

 

PBMR Bumper Stickers (as pictured above) available at our Station Kiosk – Only $2.00 

each……A great little gift idea for that someone special….   
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              THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH :      
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                                  WANTED TO SELL :            

      CURTIS CONTROLLERS (24V 110 Amp)   

            -  Available for Immediate Sale.  $265.00 ea. 

        CONTACT:   Harm on MOBILE No. 0476-124-598. 

 

                                         

 

Thank you to the Office of Steve McGhie, Member for Melton for support and printing. 
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           PBMR – CALENDAR OF EVENTS :    

 

DAY & DATE:  EVENT & TIMES:               

  

Sunday, 1st October, 2023     (DST  Begins) Ordinary Running Day 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Sunday, 8th October, 2023 RAILWAY CLOSED – COMMITTEE MEETING 

Sunday, 15th October, 2023 Ordinary Running Day 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Friday, 20th October, 2023 PARTY BOOKING 

Sunday, 22nd October, 2023 PARTY BOOKING 

Wednesday, 25th October, 2023 Children’s Week Event - 11.00 am to 3.00 pm  

Sunday, 29th October, 2023 RAILWAY CLOSED 

Sunday, 5th November, 2023 Ordinary Running Day 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Sunday, 12th November, 2023 RAILWAY CLOSED – COMMITTEE MEETING 

Sunday, 19th November, 2023 Ordinary Running Day 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Sunday, 26th November, 2023 RAILWAY CLOSED       

Sunday, 3rd December, 2023 Ordinary Running Day 11.00 am to 4.00 pm  

Sunday, 10th December, 2023 RAILWAY CLOSED – COMMITTEE MEETING 

Sunday, 17th December, 2023 Ordinary Running Day 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Sunday, 24th December, 2023 RAILWAY CLOSED 

Sunday, 31st December, 2023. RAILWAY CLOSED 

  

THINGS TO NOTE:                    

      Summer Timetable began on Sunday, 1st October, 2023.       -                                

      Running 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month - 11.00 am to 4.00 pm. 

• Party Bookings:   See "Special Trains Notice Board" – Page 16.                

• Volunteers are always required  - Contact Harm Jager !!!.  
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        OUR SPONSORS – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM…   
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THE TAIL DISC :                                        

       

      

                             

              LOOKING FOR A NEW HOBBY - WE NEED YOU !! 

                  NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.  

     VACANCIES EXIST FOR STATION STAFF, SIGNALLERS,  

     DRIVERS, HANDYPERSONS, KIOSK STAFF ETC ETC… 

                    APPLY AT OUR STATION… 

 

EMAIL: secretary@miniaturerailway.com.au FACEBOOK   miniaturerailway 

WEBSITE: www.miniaturerailway.com.au PHONE: 0476-124-598 

POSTAL: P. O. Box 419, Portarlington. 3223. Vic   Port Bay Exp Oct 2023 

                                                                                                                                                                                   


